


olunteer Firemen 


Professional Journal of the Volunteer Firemen’s Section 


ae 


The firemen’s visit is an ‘important public service which builds good will for the cenantinaak. Because firemen call this fall. 
’ d leave a fire prevention message thousands of homes will be spared disastrous fires this winter. 


A Visit to Save the Home 


Firemen’s Public Service Campaign — Also Display of 
Enclosed Pumpers — Laying Two Lines of Hose at Once 
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PROTECTING | 


ff “tHe WORLD OF TOMORROW”. 


The greatest enterprise of its kind ever undertaken, the New | 
York World’s Fair 1939, will represent an investment of 
$150,000,000. Like other leading expositions of recent 
years,* the New York World’s Fair has adopted A.D.T. fire 
protection signaling systems to assure the quickest possible 
detection and reporting of fire. A.D.T. Central Station 
Protection Services now being installed at the Fair include 
Aero Automatic Fire Alarm, Sprinkler Supervisory and 
Waterflow Alarm, Manual Fire Alarm, and Watchman’s 


Compulsory Tour Systems. 


* Recent Expositions protected by A.D.T. include “A Century of 
Progress” at Chicago, The Texas Centennial at Dallas, and the 
Great Lakes Exposition at Cleveland. At none of these Exposi- 
tions did any fire result in more than trivial loss. The 1939 Golden 
Gate Exposition at San Francisco also will be A.D.T. protected. 
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FEW months ago an old colored 

woman died in Alexandria, Va. 
who had searcely left her home for 66 
years because of fear of fire. When she 
was 2 young woman the market house 
and the Alexandria-Washington Ma- 
sonic Lodge went up in flames. The 
sight of this fire so terrorized this par- 
ticular spectator that from that day she 
never crossed the canal into the city and 
for many years she did not leave her 
home until she died of old age at 85. 

While firemen do not wish to see any- 
one made a life-long recluse through 
fear of fire, they know that there are 
hundreds of persons who would be alive 
today if they had not crowded them- 
selves into the front rows of the spec- 
tators at a blaze just as an explosion or 
some other disaster occurred. Firemen 
must take some chances while fighting 
fires but they are usually able to esti- 
mate the relative danger of their posi- 
tion and retreat to safety before a wall 
falls or explosion occurs. They have 
reason to be provoked however, when, 
out of mere curiosity, spectators crowd 
close to a fire. Even a blazing automo- 
bile can explode and throw burning 
gasoline over the spectators, causing 
fatal burns. Bystanders have no way of 
knowing when chemicals or flammable 
liquids are endangered by a fire but they 
are frequently unwilling to heed the 
warnings of firemen and policemen. 
Their curiosity and love of excitement 
draws them into danger like moths to a 
flame. If a blast does occur they are 
not protected by heavy fire clothing as 
are the actual fire fighters. 

A typical case to the point was the 
$1,000,000 refinery fire and explosion in 
Wellsville, N. Y. on July 18, 1938. Three 
spectators were killed when a 2500 
barrel tank of naphtha sailed through 
the air more than 500 feet and landed 
aflame in the midst of a group of on- 
lookers. These persons may have as- 
sumed that they were at a safe distance 
but they did not rightly calculate the 
hazards of a refinery fire and forfeited 
their lives as a result. 


vn the spectators, the firemen 
may be expected to have a good 
knowledge of the hazards in their terri- 
tory. For example, they are accustomed 
to gasoline fires in automobile filling 
stations. They know that if the tanks 







Volunteer 


Firemen 
> Number 9 


Copyright, 1938, National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, a voluntary non-profit organization, 60 
Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 


Volume 5 


Franklin H. Wentworth Managing Director 
Percy Bugbee Assistant Managing Director 
Robert S. Moulton Technical Secretary 


DeWayne E. Nolting Fire Record Department 


Please notify us poets 
address 


of any change o 


CONTENTS 
for September 1938 


A Visit to Save the Home. 


Firemen in great campaign of public 
service. Frontispiece and Page 4 


Fire Picture of the Year. 


Volunteers fight $1,000,000 fire in 
Wellsville, N. Y., refinery. Page 5 


Display of Enclosed Pumpers. 


Diseussion of enclosed jobs recently 
delivered by leading apparatus manu- 
facturers, 10 photographs. Page 6 


Laying Two Lines at Once, Hydrant to 
Fire. Page 8 
Making Firemen Visible. Page 9 


Organization News of Ohio Volun- 


teers. Page 9 

DEPARTMENTS 

Problem Question for September. 
Page 3 

Pyrene Prize Letter Contest. Page 10 


A Problem Question 
FOR SEPTEMBER 


Suggested for discussion at company 
and department meetings this month 


82 
How ean extra hose be carried on top 


of a regular hose load to provide 
slack hose for the hydrant or nozzle 
man? 


Watch for the answer in the next 
issue of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 
The answer to the problem 
question for August will be 
found on page 4. 
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are underground, properly installed 
with vents, that the only fire will be that 
in the gasoline spilled above ground 
which they can control without much 
danger. 

A refinery is something else. It con- 
sists of an unbelievably complex system 
of high pressure stills, tanks and other 
containers, pumps and piping. The 
problem of fire fighting is so specialized 
that most refineries have their own spe- 
cially trained fire brigade. The fire fight- 
ing operations embrace the use of hose 
streams, foam systems, inert gas sys- 
tems and other special protection to 
some extent. The expert manipulation 
of liquids in process, however,—to pipe 
or pump them away from the fire area— 
may play the most important part in the 
final control of the fire. Outside fire de- 
partments, called to assist, can hardly 
be expected to know all about such a 
complicated plant. They are likely to 
be of most assistance by allowing their 
operations to be guided by the local 
management and fire brigade officers. 


AST month 10 departments with 194 
men joined the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section for the first time. In addition 14 
fire departments with 299 men renewed 
membership. The total membership for 
the Section is now 586 departments and 
13,122 firemen. Don’t let your mem- 
bership renewals lapse as you will want 
to see the interesting features planned 
for VOLUNTEER FIREMEN and other 
N.F.P.A. publications. The following 
departments are newly enrolled: 
Hose Company No. 2, Putnam, Con- 
necticut. 
Cocoa Volunteer Fire Department, 
Cocoa, Florida. 
Easton Fire Department, 
Maine. 
Blissfield Township Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, Blissfield, Michigan. 
Portland Fire Department, Portland, 
Michigan. 

West Branch Fire Department, West 
Branch, Michigan. 

Elko City Fire Department, 
Nevada. 

Independence Fire Department, Inde- 
pendence, Ohio. 

Perkasie Fire Company No. 1, Perkasie, 


Easton, 


Elko, 


Pennsylvania. 
London Fire Department, London, 
Ontario. 















































































































































































































































































































HE fire department in many cities 

and towns stands in high regard 
with its citizens. They know what the 
fire department is doing for them and 
are proud of it. They’re ready to sup- 
port the department with contributions 
and they vote for new apparatus when 
it is needed. 

It isn’t just accidental that these citi- 
zens are boosters for their fire depart- 
ment. The secret is that the men in the 
department never let a chance go by to 
remind the folks that they are on the job. 

This year during Fire Prevention 
Week, October 9-15, firemen in these 
progressive fire departments will go 
salling on their friends and neighbors 
in one of the greatest campaigns of 
publie service ever undertaken. They 
will personally visit every home with a 
fire prevention message. The message 
will show how to avoid fires and safe- 
guard life. Persons to the number ot 
10,000 lost their lives in fire last year 
because they did not know the simple 
measures to take to be safe from fire. 
Deaths to little children outnumbered 
deaths to adults, and most of the deaths 
occurred in the homes. Fire losses in 
homes total $100,000,000 annually. 

These terrible tragedies are not caused 
by complicated machines, chemicals or 
industrial processes. They are caused 
by simple everyday fire hazards which 
anybody can recognize and correct. 


IREMEN will start ringing door bells 
Fa over the nation on Monday, Octo- 
ber 10. They will follow a carefully 
planned routine. They usually will work 
in pairs and the city will be divided up 
so that each pair has a certain number 
of houses to visit. When the lady of the 
house comes to the door they will ask 
her co-operation with the fire depart- 
ment to reduce fires during the coming 
winter. They will get it, too. The fire 
department in Providence, R. I., made 
77,000 such visits with refusals in only 
228 cases. 

The firemen will ask her to check with 
them possible places where fire can start 
in her home. They’ll suggest looking in 
the basement, at the heating plant, the 
chimney, and the roof. They’ll advise 
removal of rubbish, metal containers for 
rubbish and ashes, the cleaning of dirty 
chimneys and the repair of dilapidated 
ones. They'll explain how wooden 
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A Visit to Save the Home 


Firemen Will Engage in Great Door-to-Door Campaign 
of Public Service Fire Prevention Week, October 9-15 
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The 1938 Fire Prevention Week Poster 


Fire Prevention Week 
Campaign Material 


Charges must be made to cover cost 
of quantity distribution as below 


Poster. (FPW 1) A striking two-color Fire 
Prevention Week Poster, 12 x 16 in.—‘‘Is This 
Your Tomorrow ?"’—Sample copies, gratis, $1.00 
per hundred, $8.50 per thousand. 

Local imprinting may be added at the bottom 
of this poster if desired. Imprinting may be 
done by the purchaser or will be done by the 
N.F.P.A. at the following prices: one thousand 
or less $2.50; each additional thousand $1.00. 


Leaflet. (FPW 2) A striking flyer, “Stop 
It,” in red and black, 6 x 9 in., telling the story 
of Fire Prevention Week in condensed form, 
and giving the essential rules for fire safety. 
Intended for public distribution in schools, etc. 
Sample copies gratis, 50 cents per hundred, 
$3.50 per thousand. 


Fire Prevention Picture Book. (FPW 3) A 
16-page, 6 x 9 in. booklet for school use, with 
pictures of common home hazards showing 
things children can do to prevent fires. The 
pictures are drawn in outline so that children 
can color them. Price 5 cents per copy, $4.00 
per hundred, $30.00 per thousand (Imprinting, 
if desired, extra). 


Fire Prevention Week Handbook. (FPW 4) 
This is the sixth edition of a 50-page illustrated 
handbook going into all phases of Fire Preven 
tion Week, and Clean-Up Campaigns, including 
suitable exercises for schools, etc. Price 15 
cents per copy, $10.00 per hundred. 


Facts About Fire. (FPW 5) A 1938, 16-page 
Supplement to the Fire Prevention Week Hand- 
book. This pamphlet contains material valuable 
for preparation of speeches, newspaper pub- 
licity, and radio broadcasts. Price 5 cents per 
copy, $3.50 per hundred. 


Keep Your Home from Burning. (FPW 8) 
A two-color folder designed for general distri- 
bution to homes. The last page is left blank for 
special imprinting if desired. Sample copies 
gratis, $1.50 per hundred, $8.50 per thousand. 
(Imprinting, if desired, extra.) 


All the above prices are F.O.B. Boston. 
Orders will be shipped express collect unless 
other shipping instructions are received. Single 
copies and small orders will be sent parcel post 
prepaid. Designating numbers in parentheses 
after each title above are for convenience in 
ordering by telegram. Order early, avoid delay. 


NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION 


60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 





shingle roofs can take fire from sparks, 
They will leave with her a printed or 
mimeographed sheet or folder contain- 
ing a list of things the fire department 
would like her particularly to remember, 
(The little colored folder, “Keep Your 
Home from Burning” deseribed in the 
adjoining column has been widely used 
for this purpose and is just the thing. 
It shows how fires in the home start and 
spread and lists the eight leading causes 
of fires in the home telling how to pre- 
vent them. ) 

The men will see if she knows how to 
call the fire department in ease of fire, 
how to give an alarm over the telephone, 
and if there is a fire alarm system, where 
the nearest street box is located. Great 
pains will be taken not to make the eall 
a formal inspection but a friendly visit. 
The discussion of how to eall the de- 
partment will be the chance to tell her 
something about the department, its 
men, its apparatus, its needs, and all the 
things the department is doing to make 
herself and her family safe. Every such 
eall makes another staunch supporter 
and booster for the fire department. 


F YOUR department hasn’t arranged 
I such a campaign this fall, it’s a great 
chance to build good will. Any fire de- 
partment needs such good will and many 
volunteer fire departments depend on it 
for their very existence. 

If you participate in such inspections 
you'll have lots of support. President 
Roosevelt will proclaim Fire Prevention 
Week and eall attention to the home in- 
spection campaign this year. Many gov- 
ernors and mayors will also issue procla- 
mations. National publicity in news- 
papers, radio and on the screen will tell 
about what firemen are doing for the 
publie service. 

Make your own local announcements. 
Have the President’s proclamation read 
in the churches Sunday and describe 
your special plans in the local news- 
paper. Announce the campaign through 
every civic club and other local organi- 
zation. Let them know the firemen are 
coming around to help and get ac- 
quainted. 

You'll never do a better job of fire 
fighting — fighting fires beforehand — 
than through such a campaign. And the 
fire department will be “tops” to every- 
one in the community. 















LIFE Magazine 

The most spectacular fire picture of the year! Fire in the $15,000,000 refinery of Sinclair Refining Company at Wellsville, 
N. Y., July 17, caused $1,000,000 damage. The flaming tank in the picture catapulted 500 feet across the Genesee River and is 
shown just before it landed on and killed three spectators. The fire was fought by over 200 volunteer firemen from 22 towns 
and cities, who assisted the refinery fire brigade and the Wellsville Volunteer Fire Department. 
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HEN they go to a fire, firemen call 

it a “run”. This term is derived 
from the fact that for many years fire- 
men ran to fires on foot. Even after 
horses were employed many fire depart- 
ments did not have enough horse drawn 
equipment to give the entire crew a ride. 
It became almost traditional in the fire 
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Mack-International Motor Truck Corp., 48th Ave. € 34th S., L. I. Oly, N.Y. 


A Display of Enclosed Pumpers 


Newest Designs Provide Firemen with a Safe Place to Ride 
and Protection from the Weather When Climate Calls for It 





service that the primary purpose of fire 
apparatus was to carry tools and equip- 
ment. The men were lucky if they could 
find an inch of space where they could 
hang on. 

In recent years numerous fire depart- 
ment officials have flouted this tradition. 
It is their opinion that fire apparatus 



















































Chicago firemen ride in style in this sedan type pumper. The driver and 
company officer occupy the front seat while six firemen use the seats behind 


the pump. 





Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Rear view of a typical enclosed pumper. Men riding on the rear step are 
actually inside the body. 
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should shelter the firemen as well as the 
hose and appliances. Such visionaries 
reason that while a team of two or three 
horses had all they could do to haul their 
heavy kit to fires (let alone any men) 
there is no reason why a 100 or more 
horsepower truck should not be designed 
to give firemen better riding accommo- 
dations. In many parts of the country 
protecting firemen from the weather was 
considered important. Accordingly the 
past two or three years have seen the 
introduction of completely enclosed 
apparatus, mostly pumping engines. 
While the first of these machines are 
experimental they have proved popular 
enough to bring repeat orders from sev- 
eral of the departments which have tried 
them. Enclosed pumpers are not new, 
having been very popular with Euro- 
pean fire brigades for a number of years. 


HE present trends in enclosed pump- 
Tue may be said to include two 
general types of vehicles. One body style 
which has been adopted by Chicago and 
other cities consists of a sedan body 
mounted forward of the usual hose body 
and directly over the pumping unit. 
Such a sedan is designed to accommo- 
date eight men. The driver and officer 
occupy the front seat and directly be- 
hind the pump are two facing seats for 
six men. The hose body mounted on the 
chassis behind the sedan is open and 
contains compartments for ladders and 
suction hose. Men may be transported 
in a warm sedan yet the hose and appli- 
ances are easily accessible. This is im- 
portant in sections where it is sometimes 
necessary to bring home a load of 
frozen hose. 

Another type of enclosed apparatus 
popularized by Detroit and several other 
departments resembles a large delivery 
truck with a body which encloses the 
entire piece of apparatus. The body is 
open at the back to allow hose to be 
removed. The hose body has either a 
central or side aisle which provides space 
in which the men ride or through which 
they get access to a seat forward of the 
hose body. In some eases ladders and 
suction hose are carried inside above the 
hose compartments and sometimes on 
the outside of the body. In general this 
type of apparatus does not require quite 
as long a chassis as a pumper with 4 
separate sedan body. 
















‘ Allen 
American-LaFrance and Foamite Industries, Inc., Elmira, N. Y. 

A 1250 gallon per minute completely enclosed pumper 
with V-12 motor, recently delivered to Brookline, Mass. 


Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation, Buffalo, N. Y. 
A 500 gallon pumper delivered to Canandaigua, N. Y. 
Ladders and suction hose are carried on the outside. 


Four Wheel Drive Auto Company, Clintonville, Wisconsi: 
This 500 gallon pumper delivered to Hartford Wis., has 
four wheel drive, five speed transmission. 


General Fire Truck Corporation, Detroit, Michigan 
A 750 gallon pumper delivered to Ecorse, Mich. 
ladders and suction hose are carried on the outside. 


“Mack-International Motor Truck Corp., 48th Ave. & 34th St., 


L. I. City, N.Y. f ‘ 
One of the 1500 gallon pumpers delivered to Chicago. 
Behind the driver’s seat and pump are seats for six men. 


Peter Pirsch and Sons Company, Kenosha, Wisconsin 
A 750 gallon pumper with nine man sedan body. The 
hose body has space for ladders and suction hose. 


This completely enclosed 500 gallon pumper carries 
ladders and suction hose inside above hose compartment. 


\ 


Ward LaFrance Truck Corporation, Elmira, N. Y. 
A fully enclosed pumper specially built for the Ocean 
Fire Co. of Point Pleasant Beach, N. J. 
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Laying Two Lines at Once, Hydrant to Fire 


Or Two Hand Lines ~~, 


Two Lines to Gun 


Evolution drawn by Lieutenant R. W. McBrien, Fire Department, Lynn, Massachusetts 


HEN a large fire is in progress it 

is often an advantage to be able 
to stretch two lines from a hydrant at 
once. This is particularly important 
when heavy stream appliances such as 
a wagon pipe, deluge set, or ladder pipe 
are needed in ahurry. With a hose truck 
not equipped with a pump, or a machine 
operating as the tender for a pumper, it 
may be customary to lay hose from the 
hydrant to the fire. In that ease both 
sides of the divided body may be loaded 
to lead off with a female coupling for 
a double hydrant-to-fire layout. 


Acknowledgment is made of helpful sugges- 
tions in the following article made by Assistant 
Chief Henry Haddock, Drillmaster, Lynn, Mas- 
sachusetts; Chief J. Ray Pence, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma; Richard E. Vernor, Manager, Fire 
Prevention Department, Western Actuarial 
Bureau and Battalion Chief Robert B. Rogers, 
Seattle, Washington. 


In laying out the two lines at the 
same time the hydrant man steps off 
with the female couplings from both 
sides of the divided hose body. If a 
pumper is already at the hydrant the 
hose butts are immediately connected to 
the discharge connections of the pumper. 
If not, the man loops the hose around 
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the hydrant. The hose truck then pro- 
ceeds to the fire while the lines are being 
connected to the hydrant. When the fire 
is reached the two lines are connected to 
the wagon pipe or other heavy stream 
appliance if desired, or two separate 
streams may be operated. 


HEN shorthanded it is possible for 
a crew of only two men to lay two 
lines simultaneously from a divided hose 
body. One man drops off at the hydrant 
and connects the lines. The driver takes 
the apparatus to the fire where he re- 
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moves sufficient hose and breaks the 
lines. By placing a hose clamp or shut- 
off nozzle on each line the water may be 
turned on at the hydrant and the hy- 
drant man can assist the driver in plac- 
ing the streams in service. If the pres- 
sure is not too great or if hose sticks are 
available to help control the lines, one 
fireman might operate each stream. 


NOTHER variation is the situation 

where it may be convenient to have 
the pumper near the fire rather than at 
the hydrant. Two lines from the hy- 
drant to the pumper give a better suc- 
tion supply than one line. Assume the 
pumper is 300 feet from the hydrant 
and that it is to supply a single line with 
a 14-inch nozzle. This would eall for 
about 250 gallons per minute flowing. 
If you tried to supply the pumper with 
one line, the friction losses in 300 feet 
with 250 gallons per minute flowing 
would be about 45 pounds. But with 
two parallel lines supplying the pumper, 
the friction loss in 300 feet with 250 
gallons flowing would be only about 8 
pounds. 

Where both sides of a piece of ap- 
paratus are loaded to lay hose the same 
way, one batch of hose might get more 
use under ordinary conditions of service 
which eall for only one line of hose. In 
that case, alternate sides of the divided 
body should be used in turn so that the 
hose on each side will get equal use. The 
common practice is to chalk an X on the 
side which is to be used the next time 
that a line is laid. 

When both sides of the divided body 
are loaded for laying two lines in the 
same direction the two sections may be 
readily laid in opposite directions and 
joined to form a single line. This is 
accomplished with reversing couplings. 
For example, a line can be laid from a 
hydrant to the front of the fire from one 
compartment and then joined to the line 
run straightway to the fire from the 
other side. A double male coupling is 
used in attaching the nozzle and a double 
female coupling to join the hose from 
the two compartments. Some depart- 
ments favor this layout because it is not 
necessary to drop any hose in the street 
and the line is run directly to the point 
of operation without any guesswork as 
to the amount of hose needed. 

The operation last described may, of 
course, be performed with hose from a 
single compartment by a similar use 
of double male and double female 
couplings. In favor of the divided body 
is the advantage of being able to simul- 
taneously extend two lines in the manner 
described. 
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J. Burr Taylor 












Modification of a Detroit Fire Department idea are these stripes for 
firemen’s coats shown by Chief Robert Kammer of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
The pictures were made at the Missouri Central Fire School at Columbia. 
One of the distinguished guests was Professor H. R. Brayton, Director of 
the Texas Firemen’s Training School. Chief Kammer, shown in the center 
picture, got Professor Brayton into one of the coats to demonstrate. 


Making Firemen Visible 


Injuries at Night Fires Avoided When 
Fire Coats Have Distinctive Markings 


HE conventional black rubber en- 

semble which is a fireman’s costume 
at a working fire is responsible for many 
injuries. Plenty of instances are on 
record where firemen, picking up hose 
in the street after a night fire, have been 
bowled over by sleepy motorists. Men 
are hurt during fire operations because 
they cannot be readily seen by other 
firemen doing ventilation operations or 
at work overhauling débris. 

The obvious remedy would be to give 
all firemen white coats. This measure 
saves the lives of many traffic policemen 
on rainy days. Tradition, which reserves 
white fire coats for chiefs, plus the fact 
that most firecoats still in use are black, 
are practical considerations which stand 
in the way of immediately putting coats 
of white (or some other more visible 
color) on all fire fighters. The next best 
thing proposed is a system of marking 
the present black coats to make them 
more visible. 

At the annual Fire Department In- 
structors’ Conference in Memphis last 
January, Chief Harry J. Callahan, 
Drillmaster of the Detroit Fire Depart- 
ment, demonstrated a black fire coat 
having white safety stripes resembling 
a Sam Brown belt. His idea appealed to 
Chief Robert Kammer of Cape Girar- 
deau, Missouri. When he returned home, 
Chief Kammer put white stripes on 






V olunteer Firemen for September, 1938 


all the black coats in his department. 
Chief Kammer has the white stripes 
cross in the back and run straight in 
front like a pair of suspenders. To pro- 
vide extra safety for a man stooping 
over while handling hose in the street 
there is a stripe around the skirt of the 
coat. 

The white stripes may be painted with 
two coats of white side-wall tire paint. 
Chalk or taleum is rubbed in if the 
second coat of paint remains tacky. 


Organization News of 
Ohio Volunteers 


OLUNTEER firemen in Ohio now 

have a state organization. On July 
16 at Mt. Vernon, Ohio, the Ohio Volun- 
teer Firemen’s Association was organ- 
ized. Chief Sidney Wellock, Coventry 
Fire Department, R.F.D. 4, Akron, 
Ohio, is secretary and would like to hear 
from volunteer fire departments in the 
state which are interested in affiliating 
with the new organization. 

Another active firemen’s group in 
Ohio is the Lake Erie Firemen’s Asso- 
cation which changed its name from the 
Lake Erie Fire Chief’s Association in 
July. It is composed of officers and men 
from volunteer fire departments and in- 
dustrial fire brigades. Chief J. A. 
Falkner of South Euclid is president. 


NEW CATALOGUES 


This department is for the convenience 

of readers who wish to be advised of 

new products or services in the fire field. 

When writing for catalogues please 

mention VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 

American District Telegraph Com- 
pany, 155 6th Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Two color, 30 pp., illustrated booklet, 
“Backing Up the Sprinkler.” Describes 
sprinkler supervisory service. 


Federal Electric Co., 8717 South 
State St., Chicago, Ill. Bulletin No. 55. 
Details of Federal sirens. 


The Fyr-Fyter Co., Dayton, Ohio. 
Four-page illustrated leaflet, deserib- 
ing 5-gallon farm fire extinguisher 
(new shape hand pump type). 


Gamewell Co., Newton Upper Falls, 
Mass. [Illustrated bulletin entitled, 
“Delayed Alarms”, showing serious 
fires which may result from delays in 
sending alarms. 


Mine Safety Appliances Co., Brad- 
dock, Thomas and Meade Sts., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. Bulletin describing M-S-A 
one-hour oxygen breathing apparatus. 


D. B. Smith & Co., 416 Main St., 
Utiea, N. Y. Catalogue describing 
Indian Fire Pumps. 


Speedway Manufacturing Company, 
1834 South 52nd Ave., Cicero, Ill. Two 
color illustrated folder describing 
speedway light weight electric drill 
and grinder kit. 


Membership Plan 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S SECTION 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION 


NDIVIDUAL membership in the 

National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion costs $10 per year. The member- 
ship plan for the Volunteer Firemen’s 
Section is designed to give each fire 
company the advantages of N.F.P.A. 
membership. The fire company, as a 
member, receives at its headquarters 
a complete set of all regular N.F.P.A. 
literature, including the Quarterly 
magazine, as issued. In addition, as a 
special service to the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Section, each fire company hold- 
ing N.F.P.A. membership is entitled to 
have copies of the magazine VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN sent to the home addresses of 
20 firemen each month. If more than 20 
firemen want to receive the magazine, 
an additional 50 cents should be sent 
in with the membership fee for each 
fireman in excess of 20 enrolled. 

Because of the large amount of mate- 
rial mailed to members, not less than $10 
can be accepted from any company. 


Bring Home $10.00 Easy Money 


Pyrene Prize Letter Contest Pays for Stories of 
Good Work Done by Firemen With Extinguishers 


NE of the prize winning letters this 
month brings out the fact that even 
a fire engine sometimes catches fire and 
has use for its own fire extinguishers. 
As a matter of fact, many firemen carry 
extinguishers in their own personal 
cars. It is one thing to drive around 
without one when you know that the 
fire station is around the corner, but it 
is mighty comforting to know that you 
have something to work with in ease a 
fire takes you by surprise when driving 
out in the country. 

You may know of a case where an ex- 
tinguisher saved a life or made a good 
stop; just tell the facts your own way. 
Having won a previous prize does not 
bar you from making another entry. 
The contest is sponsored jointly by the 
Pyrene Manufacturing Company of 
Newark, N.J.,and VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 


FIRST PRIZE — $10.00 


GrorRGE ADAMS, Chief, 
Fire Department, Gettysburg, S. D. 


Farm House Saved 


“On June 9th I received a fire call 
from a farm 12 miles out in the country. 
The farmer was filling the tank of a 
lighting plant in his basement with gaso- 
line. The light did not work in the base- 
ment so he struck a match which ignited 
the gasoline fumes. He shot a one-quart 
carbon tetrachloride extinguisher on the 
fire and then tightly closed the basement 
door. When I opened the basement door 
on arrival I found that the extinguisher 
had put out the fire and saved the 
farmer’s home.” 


SECOND PRIZE — $3.00 


Pavt B. Cuay, Secretary, 
Fire Department, Canfield, Ohio. 


Department’s Pumper Catches Fire 


“On July 11, 1938 during an electrical 
and rain storm our boys made a run of 
seven miles to a barn fire which was 
caused by lightning. The pumper was 
in use about three hours emptying 
three wells and one cistern, during 
which time some trouble was had with 
the pump. That evening the engineer 
and several other members made some 
repairs to the pumper and started out 
to a small creek to test the repairs. 
On the way and while passing another 
ear our lights went dim. Everyone on 
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the truck thought the driver had 
dimmed the lights but in a few see- 
onds we smelled smoke and in another 
second fire could be seen under the 
hood of our motor. The driver stopped 
the truck at once. I jumped off and 
got the 1-quart carbon tetrachloride 
extinguisher. One of the other boys 
raised the hood and with a few squirts 
the fire was out. Damage was confined 
to the red warning light cireuit as the 
extinguisher stopped what would have 
been a dangerous fire in the wiring 
system on the pumper.” 


THIRD PRIZE — $2.00 


R. J. Stanton, Captain, 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
Oakland, Md. 


Fire Threat Checked 


“Several weeks ago I was on my route 
with a tank truck making deliveries. As 
I came into a small town I noticed a car 
on fire. It was beside three gasoline 
pumps, each connected to a 560 gallon 
tank. A train had gone past just as I 
got there and had thrown a live coal into 
a small puddle of gasoline spilled from 
the tank of the automobile. I jumped 
from the tank truck with a 1-quart car- 
bon tetrachloride extinguisher and soon 
had the fire out. The only damage was 
a slight black mark on the rear of the 
ear. If the fire had gotten out of control 
it might have spread .to the company 
store and office causing several thousand 
dollars damage.” 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Oontestants in the Pyrene Prize Letter 
Contest must be members of their local fire 
department. 


2. Letters are to describe actual experiences 
where an approved fire extinguisher of any 
make has saved lives or property. 


8. Trade names may be used but will be de- 
leted in publication. Publishers reserve the 
right to edit winning letters to permit publica- 
tion. 


4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from his 
own or others’ experience. 


5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 


6. Letters must be legibly written in ink or 
typewritten on white paper, one side only. 
Preference will be given to letters not over 250 
words in length. 


7. Letters received after the 8th of the 
month will be judged in following month’s com- 
a 

Monthly prizes in cash will be: 1st, 
$10. ‘00; 2nd, $3.00; and 3rd, $2.00. 


9. Address contest letters to Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest, National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 








A Model Records and 
Reporting System 
for Fire Departments 


RECORDS AND REPORTING 
SYSTEM FOR 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 


Over 700 copies sold 
in the first month! 


The large number of these reeords 
manuals sold during the first month 
after publication indicates the en- 
thusiastic response this manual is 
receiving from fire chiefs. Every fire 
department in the country should 
have a copy. 


This manual suggests a detailed 
and well-rounded plan that should 
help to solve many of the problems 
that now confront fire chiefs in small 
as well as large cities and towns. It 
shows how a records and reporting 
system should operate. It includes 
copies of the 27 forms considered 
important in fire department work. 


Following is a list of the chapter 
headings. Send for a free circular 
which describes the manual in detail. 


CHAPTER HEADINGS 
. Use of records and reports. 
. Company records and reports. 


. Officers’ reports on fires and 
alarms. 


. Inspection records. 


. Building fires classified by 
occupancy and cause. 


. Headquarters’ records. 

. Pire alarm office records. 
. Consolidated reports. 

. Annual reports. 


Size of book, 814 x 11 inches 
87 pages, 27 forms, 7 figures 
Price, $2 each, postpaid 


Order Your Copy Today 


National Fire 


Protection Association 
INTERNATIONAL 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 











1 GALLON—DUPLEX PUMP 


“CAPTAIN”-FYR -FYTER 


AN IDEAL EXTINGUISHER 
FOR VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS 


Here is the equivalent 
of four l-quart extin- 
guishers built into one 
thus making this large 
quantity of vaporizing 
liquid available with- 
out running for 
another extinguisher 
when more than the 
average size blaze is 
encountered. This is 
but one of the com- 
plete line of Fyr-Fyter 
Extinguishers each of 
which have exclusive 
merits which stamp 
them as superior. 


DEALERS WANTED 


If you are interested in adding to 
your income by spare time work or 
in building a permanent business 
for yourself without investment in 
stock, fixtures, etc., write for our 
new Dealer’s Plan to 


FYR-FYTER COMPANY 
Dept. 20-33 DAYTON, OHIO 





A Fire Department Manual 


OVER 4000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 


USE 


FEDELCODE SIRENS 


Federal Vertical Siren 

Approved by National Board of Fire 
Underwriters 
@ Five different sizes to meet vary- 
ing requirements. Also code sirens 
forspecial signals. Sound distributed 
in all directions from one mile to 
five miles. A vertical siren in your 
community would save lives—prop- 
erty —time. Rugged construction. 
Absolutely weatherproof. Built for 
many uses. Our bulletin No. 55 has 
complete description—ask for it To- 
day! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


8717 SOUTH STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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For those who want to know how to get the best hose, and how to get the most 
out of hose—such folks as: 


—the man who buys the hose 
—all firemen who use it 


—the man who tests it 


—new firemen 
—firemen in training classes 


—industrial users of fire hose 


Hose 


and Hose Couplings 


A substantial manual of 44 pages, 6 in. by 9 in., 11 
illustrations, containing informative material on the 
selection, care and testing of hose and hose couplings, 
compiled from recommendations of N.F.P.A. com- 
mittees and other authoritative sources. Includes a 
detailed set of specifications for use in buying hose. 


Single copies 


25 cents 


Send 25 Cents for your personal copy now 


Put a copy in the hands of every fireman in your department. Manual 
shows how to load hose so as to prevent deterioration and how to handle it 


at fires to avoid unnecessary damage. 


If you can use more than 100 copies write for quantity prices. 


National Fire Protection Association 
INTERNATIONAL 


60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 
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VITAGUARD 


Fire Alarm Systems 
for 
Volunteer Fire Departments 


REDUCE FIRE LOSSES 


Due mainly to inadequate means for 
announcing alarms, fire losses in com- 
munities dependent upon volunteer fire- 
men are excessively high. According to 
the record, 70% of the nation’s annual fire 
loss occurs in municipalities of less than 


20,000 population. 


The Vitaguard fire alarm system pro- : 


PUBLIC ALARM 
vides the essential features of reliability Diaphone Hom 
. ae Projecting Above Roof 
and speed in the transmission of alarms. 
After the initial manual operation of pulling 
a box, the operation is entirely automatic— 
the alarm is clearly and distinctly sounded 
throughout the entire fire district by the 
Diaphone compressed air horn exactly as 
transmitted by the box and directs the 


firemen to the location of fire. 


Vitaguard fire alarm boxes accessibly 
and conspicuously located at all points of 
fire hazard will promote the security of 
life and property in the community and 


provide a permanent — and profitable — 


| | investment in public safety. ; VITAGUARD 
CONTROL UNIT 


Outstanding features are — Simplicity . . . Low Initial and Maintenance 
Costs . . . Rugged Construction . . . Automatic Operation of Alarm 
Equipment . . . May Be Installed by Local Electrician. 


Write for complete catalogue. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS MASSACHUSETTS 


— 


PRINTED IN U. S. A» 
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